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care system for all veterans,’’ the Medical 
Center constantly strives to improve itself and 
help those in need of their services. The 
President’s Quality Award highlights the Cen-
ter’s integration of their innovative manage-
ment techniques, outstanding dedication to 
customer service and dynamic performance 
that will enhance the Center’s capabilities in 
the new century. The Grand Junction Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center has implemented a ‘‘vir-
tual circle of care’’ policy that involves every 
patient, and this program has inspired similar 
programs around the country. Not satisfied 
with just internal improvements, the Center 
has added new community outreach efforts 
that seek to build upon their primary, specialty 
and extended care. All of these continued ef-
forts have resulted in consistently higher 
scores in patient care and satisfaction from 
the Department of Veterans Affairs and from 
external agencies and hospitals. 

The Grand Junction Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center truly is an exemplary model of the 
care that our distinguished veterans deserve. 
While providing the highest care and improv-
ing their overall performance with an emphasis 
on customer satisfaction, the Center has 
worked very hard to become one of the finest 
facilities in the Nation. The invaluable services 
that Grand Junction Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center provides truly deserve the recognition 
of this body. 
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
honor that I would like to recognize Mr. Otis 
Meril Chartier, who received the Bronze Star 
for his service during WWII. He served our 
country 56 years ago and just recently re-
ceived this distinguished honor. 

At a family picnic not too far from Parker, 
Colorado, Otis was awarded the Bronze Star 
in recognition of his courage in February of 
1945. During WWII, he and another soldier 
took on a German machine gun haven where 
they disrupted its activity and eliminated two 
enemy soldiers. A howitzer shell then 
bombarded the nest and the area was neutral-
ized. For this valorous effort, Otis was granted 
the Bronze Star. His courageous act was exe-
cuted only 4 months before the end of the 
war. 

After joining the Army in 1940, Otis was put 
in charge of the Victory Garden due to his 
background in farming, and was eventually 
sent to infantry school. This was followed by 
his deployment to France in December of 
1944. In his first battlefield experience, his 12- 
member squad was sent ahead of the group 
to scout. This scouting effort lead to the group 
being ambushed, leaving only Otis alive as the 
other soldiers were killed in the line of duty. 
One other notable battlefield experience that 
caused his life to flash before his eyes hap-
pened as he and two other soldiers were rush-
ing into town when a mortar shell hit imme-
diately in front of them, causing permanent 
damage in his right ear. 

On December 20, 1945, Otis returned home 
to find employment as a carpenter. Although 
this paid the bills, his true passion was music. 
He joined a band in 1946 called the Trail-
blazers and ventured to Montana to play for 
audiences for about three years, until his hear-
ing would not permit him to continue anymore. 
Otis then returned to Colorado and was em-
ployed by Gates Rubber Company for 31 
years. Today, he enjoys spending time with 
his family. 

While much time has passed since the war, 
the importance and acknowledgement of the 
heroism that Otis Chartier exhibited shall not 
vanish with time. He was a part of the vic-
torious effort to ensure peace across the 
globe. It is my pleasure to offer my congratula-
tions and sincerest thanks to Otis for his dedi-
cated service and patriotism. 
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, in his forty years 
of working with cancer research and treat-
ment, Dr. Ira Jaffrey has contributed to a 
movement that has saved many lives and has 
enhanced the quality and duration of many 
others and I would like to take this opportunity 
to pay tribute to him. While his technical ex-
pertise has proven essential for providing pro-
fessional and quality health care, his emo-
tional understanding and support have made 
him a hero. 

After working at Mount Sinai Hospital and 
School of Medicine in New York, Ira and his 
wife, Sandy, headed to the western slope of 
Colorado where they started Western Slope 
Oncology in Glenwood Springs, Colorado. 
Currently, Ira works with Valley View, Aspen 
Valley, Clagett Memorial and University hos-
pitals, and the Vail Valley Medical Center. In 
addition, he is an assistant clinical professor at 
the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center and a treasurer and state delegate for 
the Mount Sopris Medical Society. Sandy is a 
registered Physician’s Assistant with extensive 
training and experience in oncology nursing. 
Between the two of them, they care for be-
tween 350 and 500 patients. 

Ira and Sandy have personally experienced 
the challenges and destruction that cancer 
brings; Sandy is a breast cancer survivor, and 
Ira lost his sister to cancer in 1970. Perhaps 
because they grasp the understanding that 
can only come with experience, they give their 
patients the most dedicated care, such as en-
couraging their patients to call them at home. 
Ira explained to Heather McGregor of The 
Glenwood Post-Independent that he deals 
largely with people for whom cancer will ulti-
mately prove fatal. ‘‘My job is to eliminate pain 
and suffering, to improve their quality of life, 
and to increase their survival time,’’ he told 
her. ‘‘There are lots of ups and downs, and we 
have to be there for them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, for forty years, Dr. Ira Jaffrey 
has not only worked as a skilled and talented 
oncologist, but he has acted with compassion 

and sensitivity toward one of the most destruc-
tive diseases of our time. I would like to take 
this time to thank him for helping improve the 
quality of life for the many people today who 
suffer from cancer. 
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Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I had the 
privilege to be in East Timor on July 2–5, 
2001 to assess the current humanitarian situa-
tion and see first hand how American tax dol-
lars are being spent. I was quite impressed 
with the work of the United States military and 
its ongoing humanitarian assistance in East 
Timor. This is a story which is not getting told 
to the American people. The U.S. military is 
doing incredible work at improving peoples’ 
lives and generating good will towards the 
United States. 

The U.S. military presence is coordinated 
through the United States Support Group in 
East Timor (USGET). Colonel Charles E. 
Cooke, U.S. Marine Corps, is Commander of 
USGET and is doing a superb job. Com-
manders for USGET have a three month rota-
tion. USGET’s purpose is to be a visible U.S. 
presence in East Timor and to plan/execute 
rotational humanitarian assistance missions. 
Since its inception in September 1999, 
USGET has conducted community relations 
and engineering projects, provided free med-
ical and dental care, coordinated U.S. military 
ship visits, and repaired schools and medical 
clinics. For example, in April 2001, the USS 
Boxer visited East Timor. It was the largest ef-
fort in USGET history. The ship personnel pro-
vided medical assistance to 2,028 patients, 
completed five community relations projects, 
delivered 165 tons of humanitarian assistance 
by air and 86 tons of humanitarian assistance 
by sea. The ship crew also delivered $53,000 
in direct donations from the United States. 

My trip to East Timor coincided with the visit 
of USNS Niagara Falls. Thirty personnel from 
the ship were detailed to repair a school in Dili 
which was burned down by the militias in 
1999. They rebuilt and painted the school, and 
installed a new electrical system while East 
Timorese children looked on, excited to get 
their school back, and thankful to the U.S. 
military. It was quite an impressive thing to 
see. 

On the morning of July 4th, I traveled on a 
helicopter from the USNS Niagara Falls to ob-
serve food delivery to the city of Lospaios in 
the Lautem district. In June, flooding de-
stroyed many homes in this district and 
washed out the main bridge which connected 
the area with East Timor’s capitol city of Dili. 
The U.S. military, working with the World Food 
Programme, was ensuring that food and sup-
plies were getting into the region. 

I am extremely proud of these men and 
women in the U.S. military for their humani-
tarian work in East Timor. They represent the 
best which our great nation has to offer. I sa-
lute them for their work and hope it will con-
tinue into next year. 
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